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John 10: 4 



GATHERING  
 

I�����������  
 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 

today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil 

and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us 

amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend 

God’s tender care to all creation. 
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P  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.  
 P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

 the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen.  
 

 P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

 Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

P  Most merciful God, 
C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen.  
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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Cantor 
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P Let us pray. 

 O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 

safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may 

walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

F���� L�����:  Acts 2: 42–47  
  

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 

worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 
 

R The First Lesson is from the 2nd chapter of Acts. 
 

[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 

 

   43Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through 

the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell 

their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as 

they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 

day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P� ��:  Psalm 23    
 

The L()* is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 
  

1The L9BS | is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want. 
2The L,-. makes me lie down | in green pastures and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O L9BS, and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the | L,-. forever. R 
 

S����� L�����:   1 Peter 2: 19-25 
 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience 

difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as 

the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid 



R The Second Lesson is from the 2nd chapter of the first letter of Peter. 
 

It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering 

unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you 

endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21For to 

this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 

you should follow in his steps. 

  22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he 

entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 

been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 

and guardian of your souls. 
 

R The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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G��%��:  John 10: 1-10 
 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about 

spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 

of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 

them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 

figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

   7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 

came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 

Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you O Christ. 
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The images in today’s texts provide us with much food for thought and action. Psalm 23 tells 
of a shepherd who leads us to green pastures and refreshing waters, walks alongside us as we 
face challenging times, takes us to a table already set, and anoints us with oil to mark each of 
us as chosen. We are heard, seen, known, valued, and loved, and remain in the Shepherd’s 
presence for all time. 
 

Jesus’ words in the gospel reading add to the image of a loving and caring shepherd. The 
shepherd calls each sheep by name, while the sheep follow because they recognize that voice. 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows us well and calls each of us by name. Jesus also serves as 
the gate for the sheep, guarding and protecting us in the sheepfold, while also providing 
access to pastureland. This protection and access give us the space to be who we are, with no 
need to play games or pretend to be someone we are not. And when it comes right down to it, 
the Good Shepherd comes to give us abundant life—new life in relationship with God, 
others, and all creation. 
 

The reading from Acts 2 provides an image of abundant life among the early Christians, a life with 
an extravagance of worship, fellowship, prayer, generosity, service to others, and thankfulness. 
 

How does the image of the Good Shepherd  sit with you? How do you picture the 
relationship between you and Jesus—with shepherd and sheep imagery, or something else? 
Where and how do you recognize the Good Shepherd’s voice? Do you know someone who 
has abundant life in Christ—a life of faith, joy, and love? What would such a life look like 
for you, and for your faith community? 
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R Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 
  

Silence 
  

 After each prayer petition: 
  

 R    Merciful God,   

 C    receive our prayer. 
  

R God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen.  
 

S' ���" �� �'� P� �� 
 

Per the Music and Worship Committee, feel free to again shake hands with 

others during the sharing of the peace, but please also respect others if they 

do not want to. If you prefer not to make contact with someone, either simply 

wave or raise your palm toward them. Please also remember this is not a   

time for visitation – come to coffee hour to catch up with other members.  

N����� C����     pg. 104 
 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light,  

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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A  Let us pray.  

C  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

G�� � T' �,�"�#��"     pg. 152 

(continued on next page) 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
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P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Preparing for Next Week 
  

Monday      Psalm  100.          Tuesday      Hebrews 13: 20-21. 
Wednesday      (Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380)   
Jeremiah 23: 1-8.           Thursday      Psalm  31: 1-5, 15-16.        
Friday      (Philip and James, Apostles)      Acts 7: 1-16.                         
Saturday      (Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373)      
Jeremiah 26: 20-24.     

Fifth Sunday of Easter       
Acts 7: 55-60;      Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16;    

1 Peter 2: 2-10;      John 14: 1-14. 
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A Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 

in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

B���������� 

 

P      The Lord bless you and keep you.  

  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

 and keep you in his grace unto everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
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A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS   

 

Emily Stuercke, Pianist  

Deacon Irma Bahr-Madrid, Usher  

Dan Madrid, Cantor 

Rainer Gehres, Reader  

Deacon Carol Giangrasso, Communion Assistant 

Deacon Irma Bahr-Madrid, Children’s Message 

the Rev. Dr. Mary Lou Baumgartner, Presiding and Preaching 

 

 

 

 
DURING THIS TIME OF MANY VIRUSES   

ATTEND (facemasks optional) or 
 

All worship services livestreaming at  

facebook.com/christnewburgh 
 

Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Each Sunday at 9:30 am 

Apri l  26 ,  2026    †    Fourth Sunday o f  Easter  


