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Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Holy Communion Setting IV
Christ Lutheran Church, Newburgh
Livestreamed from Christ Lutheran
at 9:30 am
facebook.com/christnewburgh

GATHERING

INTRODUCTION

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens
our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of
Christ in our daily lives.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW pg. 116

P Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and @ e e |

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by |
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you e

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,

C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HymN

THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD ELW 614
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there 1s a balm n Gil-e-ad

to heal the sin-sick soul.
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think my work’s in vain,
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APOSTOLIC GREETING pg. 147

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.




KyRIE pg. 147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Ky RIE
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAy
P The Lord be with you. ,
C  And also with you.

P Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD EZ '1}
FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 /i 2 \
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his

brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with
the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.

R The First Lesson is from the 16th chapter of 1 Samuel.

The Lorbp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” *Samuel said, “How can I
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LorD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the LorD.” *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you
shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel did what the LorD
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and
said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice.

5When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the
Lorp.” "But the LorD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this one.” *Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LoRD chosen this one.” '°Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LorD has not chosen any of
these.” ''Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” '*He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and
had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LorD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and
the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out
and went to Ramah.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PsAaLm: Psalm 23

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) ‘ (continued on next page) ‘




'"The Lorp ! is my shepherd; I shall not ! be in want.
The LorD makes me liec down ' in green pastures and leads me be- ' side still waters.
*You restore my ! soul, O Lorp, and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ' fear no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me. R

>You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; Lifup N
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over. your
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life, Jimﬁ,s
and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lorp forever. R “Praisel

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 5: 8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

R The Second Lesson is from the 5th chapter of St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, °for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. ''Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, *but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, * for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  pg. 151
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer- ci- ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in stead- fast love.

GOSPEL: John 9: 1-41 NN
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as | |l\f4\

spiritual blindness to the things of God. 2

-

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter \
C Glory to you, O Lord.

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. (Cont;'nued jm
next page
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*We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can
work. °As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” SWhen he had said this, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 'saying
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see. “The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”” *Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '°But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” ''He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received
my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

PThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '“Then the Pharisees also began to
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I
washed, and now I see.” '*Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”
And they were divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

"%The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight '*and asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”” *°His parents answered, “We know
that this is our son and that he was born blind, *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” **His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. **Therefore
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *’He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” **Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2’We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. >’ We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. **If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

*Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that may believe
in him.” *Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” *He
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. ¥ Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.”
*Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HyMN OF THE Day ELW 779
0
P A ] [
t>"— @ I ! T
= | - # I
: . r ° < 4 TR
1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
| | |
Yy — ¢ . z
s ? 2 i
r T ! |
2 — - e
6 et = |
—] _6_ _9_
¢ T rt.— rr r
saved a wretch like  me! I once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; “tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve  no less  days to
| |/J\ e JTN |
i O] . ' 4 . o
b - S = : ==
0
)" A 3 | |
i b I N I
” , o : o
: = '6'- \____/'6'
now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when  we’d first be - gun.
(ax z j_j 4' P P e . B
e = . -
I~ I I |



APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of the text in widespread use.

PrAYER HYMN LorD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING ELW 752
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

R Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

Silence PRAY
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@
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After each prayer petition: BELIEVE

R Hear us, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

R Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

Per the Music and Worship Committee, feel free to again shake hands with others during the
sharing of the peace, but please also respect others if they do not want to. If you prefer not to
make contact with someone, either simply wave or raise your palm toward them. Please also
remember this is not a time for visitation — come to coffee hour to catch up with other members.

9



Fern Ashworth, Director
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART ELW 186
n J
. e e e
e et ot :
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right
n }
1 I I I | | ol p il —‘ i I [ 7] i
G -_i P ) | — | - — Jl 7 "'D -
spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
n I I
.4 . L —— =
§ R , R
not your Ho -ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
9] .
y [ | — !

Gr——T— e

J T T

your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER pg. 129 .«/ :* \\;‘g\; <[7 (' Ve Thm\\’\sq:‘/\
A Let us pray. \,M/A\/J\_AW

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Preparing for Next Week

Monday Psalm 146. Tuesday (Patrick, bishop, missionary to
Ireland, died 461) Colossians 1: 9-14. Wednesday Isaiah 60: 17-22.
Thursday (Joseph, Guardian of Jesus) Psalm 130.
Friday Revelation 11: 15-19. Saturday (Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of
Canterbury, martyr, died 1556) Ezekiel 36: 8-15.
Fifth Sunday in Lent
(Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758)
Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8: 6-11; John 11: 1-45.
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
0 u
P . ITRAN-]
O . e T " e, e, e, e *e e,
) ~— ~—
Laft up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
0 & #
)" . ITRAF)
V4% % [.d
D - - - b b T g - ©* 3 * 7
o ’ S R
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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i the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER pg. 154

P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INviITATION TO COMMUNION

P
C

Come to the table. Feast on God’s forgiveness and freedom.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION pg. 154

n “ } } }

AN . XN ) I | | | ! I ) I ! 3 )
Gt id T
‘@—d-—“ i — i B P —— o

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

0 & . . . .

DA _ TN N Y I | | | | Y I | | 3 Y
G ] Lyl eled J o Jid ]
©F o Tl S =

us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have

n “ } } }
A o e '
e e e e P e s
) T S— 1 ' ' 1

mer - cy on  us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 & . .
p". 7Y ! I . ! N ! I ! > I .
— ! ] ; - — | ] 4 | ! I
Mgﬂ_‘l = 7= L — & /X S E— 1 =
) ! ' 1 ~—°% >
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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CoMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HyMN SHEPHERD ME, O GoD ELW 780
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i (continued on next page) i
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5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me

all the days of my life;
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I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.
Final refrain
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yond my fears, from death in - to life.
PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace unto everlasting life.
C Amen.
PosT-COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW 200
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PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER pg. 136
A Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
SENDING
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. .é] b
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. —| e
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

15



RECESSIONAL HYMN I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME ELW 325
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2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me; walk with
3 When I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je sus to walk with me.
Lord, 1 want Je sus to walk with me. walk with me.
Lord, 1 want Je sus to walk with me.
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DisMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

UNBELIEVABLE!

This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalem in a
struggle to understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind. This miraculous
healing is so unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’ understanding, that they reject it
altogether, even accusing the man of lying. Their quest for a certainty that feels familiar
forces them to reject the miracle in front of them and closes them off to a greater truth—
that the Messiah has come in Christ Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a
mystery. Mystery in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses our
understanding, as in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the sacraments. We
know them as true, but not how or why they are so. Mysteries transcend the world of
certainty, and our efforts to possess certainty, like those of the religious leaders in John 9,
can cut us off from something miraculous happening right in front of us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our pursuit of
certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to the way things are?
How often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard power and keep others on the
outside looking in? Certainty is the enemy of community because it rejects the very notion
that God may be doing a new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “I don’t know,” “Maybe,”
and “What if . . . 7 It asks us to let go of our need to control and understand, and to trust
God’s promises more than our evidence. Mystery requires a posture of humility and
curiosity, a willingness to look for God in inexplicable and unbelievable places and events.
After all, we preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23), an unbelievable notion if ever there
was one.
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS

Emily Stuercke, Pianist
Ted Kohlmann, Usher
Ashley Poulin, Cantor

Eva Wolfe, Reader
Dan Madrid, Communion Assistant
Deacon Irma Bahr-Madrid, Children’s Message
the Rev. Dr. Mary Lou Baumgartner, Presiding and Preaching

WORSHIP
WITH US
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DURING THIS TIME OF MANY VIRUSES

ATTEND (facemasks optional) or

All worship services livestreaming at
facebook.com/christnewburgh

Worship with Holy Communion
Each Sunday at 9:30 am




