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Fall Underway With Special Events for You

Pastor's Message
Be still and know that I am God, ps. 46

Dear Friends in Christ,

October 31, 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther posting the 95 theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg,
Germany, thereby putting into motion events that will lead to the Protestant Reformation.  This year has been one of commemorations of
the man and event, of faith and theology.  It’s been a year of discussions about what division and unity across Christianity has meant.  

Needless to say, we cannot list what all this might mean in a newsletter message, not to mention 500 years of church history.  But it is
worth asking what it all means to us today in society and in the church. 

Amid unrest in society, bias and prejudice, with natural disasters having affected millions, we turn to Luther’s most notable hymn, A
Mighty Fortress.   It is based on Psalm 46: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

God in Christ is of course the foundation of our faith.  In times of turmoil, and indeed always, we look to Christ for our hope and
salvation. 

It is a different verse of Ps. 46 however that also comforts us: Be still and know that I am God.  It takes faith to actually be still in times
of trouble, to focus on God in Christ as forces tempt us to put our trust in other things.  

Being still and listening for and to Christ shapes the mission of the church.  Being still doesn’t mean standing still.  It means focusing on
the cross and Resurrection, and bringing the good news of forgiveness to a hurting world. 

Our Lutheran heritage, liturgy, music and theology is a strong word of hope for the world.  We can’t earn grace for ourselves, it is a gift of
Christ.  That fact frees us to serve the neighbor and live trusting Jesus.  In Christ we know God, so what ever comes our way, the fact
remains that Christ is our sure refuge and source of peace even in troubling times. 

 

Yours in Christ,   Pastor Mossl   
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To Our Congregation... 
From Your Council President
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As usual, it has been a busy month. We had our Informational meeting on Sunday, September 10th, with a pot luck that was wonderful.
For those who were unable to attend, you will want to know that our Church Secretary and Council member, Jackie Kunda, has decided
to step down from those duties to spend more time with her family. Jackie has had an increasing schedule at her regular job, and it
doesn’t leave her enough time to do all she has been doing. We have been so lucky to have had Jackie working for us for so long. We
thank her for a job well done! 

As I write this message, Summer is coming to a rapid close. Let us hope that this Fall brings hope and healing to all of those affected by
the global weather events of hurricanes, earthquakes, fires and floods. Our hearts and prayers go out to all those affected. If you would
like to donate, Lutheran World Relief is organizing efforts to help all those suffering from the disasters. The website is https://lwr.org, 
telephone number 1-800-597-5972. 

We also want to keep in mind and hearts our newsletter coordinator and resident artist, Ashley Poulin, who is recovering from
emergency eye surgery. Prayer is a powerful gift to send her way, and I am sure everyone will say a prayer for her quick recovery. 

Last Friday night the DykemanDonovan Theater Lab presented the play Requiem at The Basement Stage. The acting, presentation,
music, lighting and stage set were amazing. This is a very talented theater group and they are right here for us to enjoy. We don’t have to
go to the city to see an Off Broadway production.  
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Thank you for your generosity and prayers. Yours in Christ, 
Laura Kohlmann 
Council President

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
Dear Friends in Christ,

I greet you in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

In November, our congregation will undertake a stewardship emphasis titled Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love. We begin this three-week

emphasis on Sunday November 5th. During the three weeks, we will focus on God’s gifts of grace, faith, and love and how God uses these gifts to shape us so
he can accomplish his plan on earth through us.

Sunday November 5th, “Transformed by Grace:” By grace, we acknowledge God’s call to be his stewards, and we express our gratitude for the
wonderful privilege to serve God through our stewardship. By grace, God gives us physical and spiritual blessings, especially the gift of his Son, Jesus. God’s
grace gives us life and salvation and that same grace makes it possible for us to know God’s will and be equipped so we can do his will.

Sunday November 13th, “Transformed by Faith:” By grace, God gives us faith. This precious gift of faith enables us to place our trust in Jesus. Through
faith, along with God’s strength and wisdom, we, as ordinary people, can do extraordinary things. Stewardship is our faith in action. Stewards guided by
faith become Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouth.

Sunday November 19th “Transformed by Love:” Love comes from God. “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). God demonstrated His
awesome love for us by sending his Son, Jesus, to the cross to atone for our sins. He wants his love within us to overflow to others.

I pray that each of you will join us for worship and Bible study as we focus on the virtues of grace, faith, and love. We will learn how God uses these virtues to
develop a closer relationship with us as well as to prompt us to action with our time, talents, and money.

God’s blessings on your continued faithful stewardship of the many blessings he has entrusted to your care.

Daniel Madrid

Stewardship Chair

Freed and Renewed in Christ

Delaware-Hudson Conference Reformation Liturgy 

All are invited to this commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.   

Sunday, November 12, 4 p.m. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

391 Mount Hope Road 

Middletown, NY  10940 

Bishop Rimbo will be preaching; Pr. Mossl will preside at Holy Communion.  

Choir: arrive by 3 p.m. to rehearse. 

Worship followed by a covered dish meal.  If you bring food, drop off in St. John's  

parish hall prior to worship. 

If you need a ride, contact Pr. Mossl, 845-430-2025.  
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Baby Steps Baby Pantry Event at Newburgh Brewing

 
Baby Steps Baby Pantry Fund Raiser at the Newburgh Brewing Company 

This October 1st Sunday afternoon event  at the Newburgh Brewing Company raised approx. $2000 to support this important community outreach
program. Diana Donovan, Pastor Mossl, a cadre of volunteers from the Baby Pantry , Congregation and the entire Basement Stage Theater group
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organized a very successful fund raising event. Thanks to Kyle Carlson who provided Live Music  for 3 hours! And thanks to Newburgh Brewing
which provided all tips from the day as a donation  in addition to providing a terrific venue for the event. 

Jackie Kunda,  appreciated for her contribution this month.

HIstory:

I was actually raised Catholic and as many know my father was an ordained
Deaon. I wandered away from the church when I was in my early teens.
Adolescence is such a difficult time of life and Mass at the Catholic Church only
filled me with guilt for the normal thoughts and feelings I was having. I still
believed in God and Jesus Christ, but I felt no need for organized religion. I
didn’t return to church aside from Christmas or Easter until 2000. Scott and I
were planning to marry and were both missing having a spiritual family. We
met with Pastor Tennerman at King of Kings and then with Pastor Wilhelm
here and the rest is history. The Lutheran Church is everything that I missed
when I was younger, it inspires me and fills me with hope and joy.

When did you become aware of God working in your life?

I don’t think I’ve ever doubted God’s existence, love or guidance. There have
definitely been times when I’ve seen or felt His hand more acutely than others,
but I’ve always been aware of it

Where do you see God leading you in your life, what do you pray for?

I honestly have no idea where God is leading me? Right now, my main focus is
to be a good mom, good wife and a good daughter. I actually spoke to my dad
about this once, I told him that I’ve been given SUCH a blessed life, and I didn’t
understand why. Did he think that there was something that God wanted me to
be doing? He said “Just live a good life,” so that’s that I ‘ve been trying to do, to
live as our Lord wants me to and to make my parents proud. I’ll keep my heat
open, though, in case He has something else planned for me.

What more is there to say than, thank you Jackie, for such honest heartfelt
comments that will be savored by us all. Jackie’s words remind me of a prayer,
“Let our words in prayer be honest and simple to you, Father. Jackie has
modeled this for us, Carol.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Serving Christ and Community for 141 Years 

1876 - 2017 

Located at: 
Fullerton Avenue and South Street Newburgh, NY

Worship Schedule

Worship Service...........10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Church School..11:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion every Sunday

Nursery care provided during 
the Worship Service.

For additional information call: 
The Rev. Ernst A. Mossl, Pastor 

Church Office.....845-562-0824 
Home.................845-883-9061
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